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Dear Reader, 
 
Mother Marie Therese' life and her foundations had a 
single goal: to make love visible here on earth once 
again and to show that Jesus' commandment of love is 
the basis for all human beings to peacefully live 
together in the Church and in all the world. In this 
conviction Mother Marie Therese was totally in line 
with the Second Vatican Council, with the decrees and 
resolutions with which she identified herself 
wholeheartedly, bringing into life the Order Communio 
in Christo as a résumé thereof. Only recently, this main 
message of the Council – and therewith Mother Marie 
Therese's most important foundation – were once more 
confirmed by the first Encyclical Letter of Pope 
Benedict XVI, in which he calls attention to the 
"primacy of love in the life of a Christian and of the 
Church", calling the Saints the "preferential witnesses of this primacy who made their lives a 
glorification praise of God, of love". "Actually", the Holy Father said in his speech before the 
Angelus Tolling on the Place of St. Peter, "the whole history of the Church is a history of 
sanctity, inspired by a love that has its origin in God, for only the supernatural love – like the 
love permanently emanating from the heart of Christ – can explain the wonderful blossoming 
of the religious orders, of male and female congregations and of other forms of consecrated 
life in the course of many centuries." 
 

What the Holy Father put in words is a confirmation of that which Mother Marie Therese 
always aimed at: a renewal of the Church through love and as a means to that end a religious 
order whose members unite in this love in communion with Christ. One can very well say that 
the often misunderstood concerns and aims of the religious founder are increasingly meeting 
with official confirmation, not least through a clear papal statement.  
 

We are also very pleased with the expansion of the Communio community in other 
continents. As you might gather from the newsletter, authors from various establishments in 
the world operating in the spirit of Mother Marie Therese give an account of their activities, 
difficulties and problems. The subject of AIDS has lately determined the reports. It was 
especially those who suffer from this terrible disease that were so close to Mother Marie 
Therese' heart and to whose aid she came in every possible way. Quite a few relief actions 
have already been realized by Communio in Christo, others are in the planning stage. We are 
certain of Mother Marie Therese' accompanying and blessing the progress of her charitable 
work from Heaven. Recently, a new volume, containing Lenten time reflections compiled 
from her numerous writings, has appeared. Its contents confirm that an essential aspect of 
Mother Marie Therese' religious life was her accompanying the Lord on his way to Golgotha. 
We regret that the book is so far available only in German, though some of the Lenten 
reflections contained therein can be found in the book "I beg you, o holy Church – in the 
name of the Spirit", a translation of which into English is available upon request.  
 

Sincerely yours, 
 

 
 
Karl-Heinz Haus        Helmut Weber 
Superior General        President 
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HOSPICE STELLA MARIS – HOSPICE SWIATLO: 
CHARITY AS COMMUNITY PUT INTO PRACTICE 
 
Representatives of Mother Marie Therese' charitable organization visited Torun 
(Poland) 
 
For many years there have been friendly relations between Hospice Swiatlo ("light") in Torun 
and Hospice Stella Maris in Mechernich. Through a visit of Fr. Hermann Walch, the director 
of the homes, Ulrike Müller, and the managing director Norbert Arnold in October 2005 this 
rapport was even strengthened. The director of Hospice Swiatlo, Janina Mironczuk, 
pronounced the invitation and entertained her guests admirably.  
 

 
 

A delegation of Sozialwerk Communio in Christo (charitable organization of  
Communio in Christo) in Mechernich meeting a delegation of Sozialwerk Communio in  
Christo in Skarzsewy/northern Poland, as well as representatives of Hospice Swiatlo. 

 
Already on the first evening there was an opportunity for a very interesting exchange of 
information. The following day, the visitors received an all-out impression of the nursing 
home. In spite of some obvious differences with respect to the premises used, the relevant 
provisions of the law and the finances, both sides realized that the common ground is in 
essence the nursing care of the patients, which is determined by practical charity.  
 
The other associated institutions were also presented by Janina Mironczuk and Dr. Hilary 
Rolinski, who served as interpreter. There were further talks in the afternoon and evening, 
attended by therapists, nursing personnel, as well as the spiritual advisor, P. Benedict. Further 
cooperation of the institutions in Torun and Mechernich was agreed on. In this context the 
establishment of a long-term nursing home for comatose children having undergone 
rehabilitation – to whom at present no stationary nursing facilities are available – met with 
particular interest. Therefore, the director, Mrs. Mironczuk wishes to introduce the long-term 
nursing home Communio in Christo in Poland as a model from an organizational as well as 
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structural point of view. Ulrike Müller promised to give her support in clarifying and dealing 
with these issues.  
 
Visitors from Skarszewy 
To the surprise of the representatives of Communio in Christo, a delegation from the 
children's day home in Skarszewy came to Torun. This children's day home – as is generally 
known – is run by Communio in Christo; it is financed and supported by the Rotary Club at 
Montabaur and the sponsor of Hospice Stella Maris, Johannes Kalpers. So, the lunch to which 
the director, Mrs. Mironczuk, had invited the guests, was shared by quite a number of people. 
We are very pleased to note that through Communio in Christo contacts between individual 
social institutions in Poland have been established.  
 
A NEW HOSPICE AND MEMORIAL PLACE IN DZIALDOWO 
 
During their trip to Poland the delegation from Communio in Christo Mechernich also had a 
meeting with the bishop of the diocese of Torun, Andrzej Suski and the director of Caritas of 
Dzialdowo, Fr. Zdzislaw Syldatk, the subject of conversation also having been hospice work. 
The diocese of Torun intends to 
operate a hospice in Dzialdowo 
and asked Communio in Christo 
for their support. An old building, 
in which during the time of the 
Nazi dictatorship people were 
systematically and brutally killed, 
is to be rebuilt as a nursing home 
and hospice. At this place, where 
two bishops and more than one 
hundred priests were among the 
victims, a house for a dignified and 
sheltered end of life shall be 
created.  

 

It is Bishop Suski's wish that the 
projected hospice be influenced                      Visiting Bishop Andrzej Suski in Torun 
spiritually by Poland and Germany.          
 

"The present is stronger than the past; today the two nations belong together", he said. 
The cellar, in which the murders 
were performed, is to be maintained 
as a place of remembrance and 
commemoration. The chapel of the 
hospice will be dedicated to the two 
bishops who were killed there and 
have meanwhile been beatified. 

 
Norbert Arnold, Managing Director 

 
 
 
 
On the premises of the former 
concentration camp at Dzialdowo, 
where a hospice will be established.
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AIDS – THE WORLDWIDE CATASTROPHE 
 
 
Mother Marie Therese saw the illness as the problem of the future 
 
In 1981, shortly after the disclosure of the first cases of AIDS, Mother Marie Therese 
concerned herself with that illness, recognizing it as a serious problem for the future. This had 
an influence on her various efforts and endeavours for the special benefit of the persons 
afflicted.  
 
Now, at last, more than 20 years later, people are shocked and rendered helpless in the face of 
the steadily spreading illness and the growing number of infected or dying people. 
Meanwhile, AIDS has become a socio-political issue that is increasingly dealt with in the 
media. 
 
The churches, too, have taken up the problem. 
 
"AIDS as a challenge to the Church" is the heading of an article published by "Stimmen der 
Zeit" in the December issue 2004. Reporting the shockingly high number of AIDS sufferers, 
of deaths as a consequence of this immunological debility and the increasing rate of infection, 
the author of the report, a Jesuit padre, tries to call attention to the worldwide danger of this 
pandemic. AIDS, he points out, meanwhile ranks fourth among the causes of death, adding 
that "For the Christian churches, feeling obliged to protect human life, this tragedy is 
becoming a central theological and pastoral challenge." 
 
Furthermore, the author calls to mind the ecclesiological perspective expressed in 1997 by the 
Ecumenical Council of the Churches, who – with reference to the vision of St. Paul as the 
body of Christ – formulated "that the virus has entered our body, the body of the Church. 
When one member of this body suffers, the rest of the members suffer with it." 
 
 
 
 
LETTER TO THE SICK 
 
by Mother Marie Therese 
 

February 1992 
 
My dear Friends, 
 
You always wait for something pleasant to happen, so that the dull monotony of your daily 
life may become bearable. You wait for visitors to talk to and to help you forget your 
problems. You want to experience something enjoyable that might help you to accept the 
inconveniences of old age. We still feel young when we are 80, the more so as time seems to 
fly and all of a sudden old age has caught up with us. I try to put myself in your place, to feel 
your loneliness and sufferings. An elderly man once made a very apt remark: "Mother, when I 
ways young, I thought I would have a better old age and spend it with my children. It never 
occurred to me that I might have to live in a nursing home because at home I could not get 
adequate care. Now I am here – a burden to everybody…" 
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Mother Marie Therese visiting  
one of our of the residents 
 
 
His "disappointment" was very strong and I 
felt prompted to say, "The unexpected 
answers our question: 'Why I?' After all, 
who in his young years "wastes" much 
thought on what trials of fate may be ahead 
of him? You are 88 now - a ripe old age. 
You are a devout Christian, You have 
wonderful children you can be proud of. 
They visit you at regular intervals. And you 
have retained your mental faculties. The 
reason for your being here in this nursing 
home is the fact that you need the intensive 
kind of nursing care we can provide. You 
are indeed fortunate that there are houses, in 
which you can find such loving attention." 
 
Meanwhile, he died, but it may be a 

consolation for you to know that he had come to feel truly at home until the very end. What I 
want to say is that we have to be prepared for such strokes of fate early in life. They are part 
of our life and tend to support our longing for perfect happiness. The sick more often think of 
death than healthy persons do. They are far removed from worldly pleasures and have to 
come to terms with a condition that is very different from an ordinary course of life. 
Trustfully, the sick will have to rely on God who is their only support. That is a consolation to 
everybody afflicted with suffering. They know that God stands by their side, who knows of 
their afflictions and gives them the strength to make their sufferings valuable. Without this 
reassuring knowledge, the sufferings would be brutal and hard to bear.  
 
What I want to tell you is this: I am with you, feeling with you more deeply than you will ever 
realize. I personally experience pain and suffering too. And even though suffering is very 
individual, personal and incomparable, the love and compassion of my heart may be reason 
for you to be pleased. There are many people who do their best to help the sick in many ways. 
We, you and I, and all sick people, may always bear in mind that those who look after us day 
and night are a great consolation for our life until it eventually finds the way to the union with 
God we are destined for.  
 
United with you in the faith and in the love of God and man, I remain, 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Mother Marie Therese 
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THE LOVE OF GOD SHALL REACH ALL HUMAN BEINGS 
 
 
21st commemoration day celebrated with priests from eight countries 
 
The 21st commemoration day of the Order, the 3rd of December 2005, was determined by the 
motto "Living love as an answer to the crisis in Church and world". The divine service was 
held by the Superior General Karl-Heinz Haus, who was pleased to welcome priests from 
eight countries, among them Communio-in-Christo priest Cletus Uhinga, who – in this issue 
of the newsletter - contributes a detailed account of the AIDS problem plaguing his native 
country. The service was accompanied by a church choir from Scheven, directed by Werner 
Harzheim. In his welcoming speech, the Superior General said: 
 
 
“At the time of the Second Vatican Council it seemed as if the Church were awakening from 
her sleep when she once more realized and proclaimed that Jesus’ great commandment is love 
and that he who disregards it cannot call himself a Christian. 
 
Today we have gathered in order to commemorate the foundation of the order Communio in 
Christo by Mother Marie Therese on December 8, 1984. This is a day of joy, a day of 
thanksgiving but also a day of honour to God. This foundation - in substance and goal - is a 
direct answer to the crisis in Church and society. ‘The love that is lived in practice - the 
answer to the crisis in Church and society’. With this our motto of today, the commemoration 
day of the foundation, I cordially welcome you in our midst… 
 
I also hoped to be able to welcome Bishop Gaillot from Paris. Unfortunately, this is not 
possible. We had invited him because we share the conviction of Mother Marie Therese and 
of the Second Vatican Council that the love of God reaches every human being despite all 
dividing laws or national borders and that it is possible even now to live together in unity of 
love with all men, denominations and religions. This, and nothing else, is what we live in our 
nursing homes and especially in our hospice. 
 
In accordance with the will of its founder, the order Communio in Christo has as its goal: The 
striving for the unity of the Church through the actualisation of the Council’s resolutions. By 
unity Mother Marie Therese understood the full communion in Christ in the one and true 
Church of Jesus Christ. Therefore, Communio in Christo approaches all divisions manifest in 
the Church for the sake of a unity that has been described by the Second Vatican Council in a 
manner so new and impressive. The spirituality of Communio in Christo can therefore - 
according to Mother Marie Therese - only be the spirituality of this great Council. The unity 
of the Church - the religious founder was deeply convinced of this - can nowadays only be 
attained through the actualisation of the Council’s resolutions. To her this meant, as our motto 
of today says: the actually lived love as the realization of the Council as the only imitation of 
Christ after His word and example and in the inseparable unity of love of God and love of 
neighbour… 
 
Who could possibly help this world of today? Who could possibly overcome this terrible 
crisis of the Church? The answer of the religious founder Mother Marie Therese is: ‘Only 
love lived in Communio can still save this world of today, and only by way of the actually 
lived love the Church will be able to revive. We are lacking in love. That is the reason for the 
serious crisis in Church and society.’ The actual cause of the crisis is to be found in the lack 
of love evident among the Christians. 
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Whoever may deny that we are lacking in love - a fact hardly anyone is aware of - may 
consider the occurrences and reactions in connection with the visit of Bishop Gaillot. But he 
should also think of the history of Communio in Christo in the course of which priests were 
held in contempt, defamed and isolated because they had declared their solidarity with an 
extraordinary charism that is the only hope in such difficult times as we are going through just 
now.  
 
Let us unite now in thought with all our sick residents for whom we want to pray in deep 
solidarity. Let us unite in this divine service with all men and in remembrance of the 
Worldwide Aids Day on December 1 with all Aids patients in all parts of the world. Let us 
also unite in thought with all those who suffer, with all sick persons in need of special care 
here and in other nursing homes and particularly with the 400 patients in the St. Francis 
Hospital of the diocese Mahenge in Ifakara.” 
 

 
 
Sacramental blessing given on the occasion of the commemoration day of Communio in Christo on 
December 3, 2005 
 
 
 
UNSHAKABLE TRUST IN GOD HELPED MOTHER MARIE THERESE TO 
OVERCOME ALL OBSTACLES 
 
 
“When Mother Marie Therese founded the order Communio in Christo 21 years ago, it was 
her intention to spread the news of the actually lived love for all men and the love among one 
another in all the world. Already then she had realized that our age was lacking in love. She 
felt called upon to proclaim the actually lived love as a hope and to realize it as the way 
towards the salvation of mankind." 
 
With these words Mr. Weber, president of Communio in Christo e.V., opened his welcoming 
address at the beginning of the ceremonial act.  
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It was Mother Marie Therese’ spiritual legacy - and not only her social and charitable work - 
that was supposed to spread worldwide as a peace mission to the realization of which 
everybody should feel committed.  
 
“Actually it is the ancient Christian message that Mother Marie Therese wanted to be lived 
exemplarily, unconditionally, though in a renewed form, and which she tried to make visible 
in charitable activities”, Helmut Weber continued to say. 
 
“In an age of an accelerating disintegration of the faith Mother Marie Therese, by founding 
the order Communio in Christo, led us back to the very roots of our faith, making the Church 
of Christ with its message of love more familiar and understandable to us. She tried to convey 
the faith to us, not in scientific-theological theses but in simplicity and convincing piety.  
 
The many forms of opposition Mother Marie Therese met with during her lifetime, she could 
only deal with in her unshakable trust in God and in the certainty of her being called by God. 
The fact that Mother Marie Therese had recognized the symptoms of our times and 
foresightedly understood the future development not only in the Church but also in our 
society, could be corroborated by many statements and incidents.  
 
Under the currently prevailing conditions, I would like to mention her great concern about the 
AIDS-sufferers, which caused her as early as in the eighties to plan a special nursing home for 
those persons. Considering the present alarming increase in the number of infections, also in 
the neighbouring city of Cologne, certainly a great many people will be able to understand 
Mother Marie Therese' concerns about those sick people.  
 
More than 10 years after the death of the religious founder, more and more people feel 
attracted by her charismatic vocation. Consequently, it is not surprising that an increasing 
number of priests, sisters and laypersons – even from other continents –seek contact with 
Communio in Christo and show great interest in Mother Marie Therese. 
 
And something else needs to be stressed on this commemoration day of the foundation: Now, 
after 21 years since the religious foundation on December 8, 1984, and in view of the 
continued dialogue with various representatives, finally something seems to be set in motion 
that can be interpreted as being in accordance with Mother Marie Therese' point of view. As a 
matter of fact, the local bishop requested Communio in Christo to create the prerequisites for 
an approbation as a new form of consecrated life in accordance with Canon 605 of the canon 
law. A new form of consecrated life, however, can only be approbated by the Holy Sea. This 
means that it is up to the supreme ecclesiastic authorities to acknowledge a calling as a hope 
for our time. And could not indeed a 'new form of consecrated life' mean a new beginning, an 
awakening, pointing the way towards a new life, a new bloom or heyday, a departure from a 
paralyzed form of belief? 
 
I would have been pleased to welcome Bishop Jacques Gaillot today. Until yesterday at noon 
it seemed that the bishop would be with us today. But through an – to me – inexplicable 
intervention he was prevented from attending this commemoration day. By inviting Bishop 
Gaillot Communio in Christo intended to demonstrate their solidarity. Like Mother Marie 
Therese, Bishop Gaillot, too, is a guarantor for truly lived Christianity, who pursued his 
priestly vocation – fearlessly following solely his Christian conscience and his responsibility 
as a priest. He, too, abides by a basic thesis of Mother Marie Therese', namely: 'Love fulfils 
the law'. Today my wish for him is to remain steadfast in practicing Christian charity." 
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FATHER CLETUS UHINGA FROM TANZANIA JOINS COMMUNIO IN 
CHRISTO 
 
 
In August 2004 Father Cletus Uhinga visited Communio in Christo for the first time and 
stayed with us for one month. In 2003, he had heard of Communio in Christo from another 
priest and established the contact. Sharing the life of the community, he got to know Mother 
Marie Therese’ spirituality ever deeper. What particularly impressed him was her profound 
solidarity with the AIDS patients. AIDS - to her - it did not mean a divine punishment but a 
call to the sick to return to Him and an appeal to us to put charity into practice.  
 
When Father Cletus left Communio in Christo, he promised to return the following year in 
order to take the vows of the three Evangelical Counsels (humility, chastity, obedience), as 
well as the vow of charity.  
 
In November 2005, he returned to Mechernich and redeemed his promise. At the Communio 
meeting, Father Cletus reported: “If in one of the big, extended Tanzanian families the news is 
spreading that a family member has AIDS, he or she will be excluded. This situation drives 
many of the sick to despair and sometimes even to suicide. Mother Marie Therese shows us 
that Communio in Christo means not to exclude the sick from the families but to accompany 
and support them. This knowledge I will pass on when I return to my home-land.” 
 
 
 
 
CONTACTS WITH TIRUVALLA, INDIA 
 
 
Mgr. Father S. Thottathil, Vicar General of the diocese of Tiruvalla, Kerala, 
India, visited Communio in Christo in Mechernich in January 2006 
 
Already at the first meeting with Father Thottathil we felt as if we were meeting a 
brother or a friend we had known for a long time. This may be due to the fact that he, 
for his part, as he said - immediately felt at home and in harmony with the spirituality 
of Communio in Christo, made welcome and fully accepted by all its members. 
 
Father Stephen was very interested in Mother Marie Therese's spirituality and in 
Communio in Christo as a whole. The Superior General Karl-Heinz Haus and Father 
Hermann Walch had several talks with him and informed him on the history of the 
foundation and the aims of Communio in Christo. According to Father Stephen, his 
stay in Mechernich – which gave him the opportunity to get to know Communio in 
Christo – was an important stage of his tour of Europe. In Communio in Christo he 
saw a model worth while imitating in India. 
 
He would like to keep in contact with us. 
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From left to right: Sr. Helene of Communio in Christo, Father Thottathil with Mrs.  
and Mr. Kunkel from Solingen in Hospice Stella Maris 

 
 
 
 
 
"A STEP FORWARD" 
 
 
Declaration of Bishop Mussinghoff regarding Communio in Christo 
 
 
Upon request by the Superior General Karl-Heinz Haus, the Chapter of the order Communio 
in Christo had a talk with Bishop Heinrich Mussinghoff in Aachen on September 8, 2005. At 
the beginning of this conversation the two priests, Abdon Mkope from Tanzania and Thomas 
Banda from Zambia had an opportunity for a short dialogue with the bishop. To the bishop 
they were a living proof of the spreading of Communio in Christo. The atmosphere of the talk 
was determined by his willingness to take another step forward regarding the approbation of 
Communio in Christo. This found also expression in the statement Bishop Mussinghoff sent 
to the Superior General on November 10, 2005. As a result, the Chapter and the Superior 
General Karl-Heinz Haus made a statement to the press on behalf of Communio in Christo. In  
fact, the conversation definitely means “a step forward”, as - for the first time - the 
approbation of Communio in Christo “as a new form of consecrated life” is envisaged, which 
- according to Canon 605 of the Canon Law - is reserved for the Pope personally. This form 
of approbation is what Mother Marie Therese always had in mind as the way that was in 
keeping with the nature of her foundation.  
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A VOCATION GIVEN BY GOD 
FOR THE ACTUALIZATION OF THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL 
 
 
Mother Marie Therese' first contacts with the Second Vatican Council – 
The roots reach back to the Netherlands 
 
 
On the occasion of the third meeting of persons interested in Communio in Christo in Oud-
Valkenburg in the Netherlands on November 8, 2005 the Superior General Karl-Heinz Haus 
delivered the following lecture:  
 
“In my three lectures delivered on the occasion of the meetings of persons interested in 
Communio in Christo in Oud-Valkenburg in the Netherlands I tried to express my conviction 
that the roots of the mystical development in the life of Mother Marie Therese, as well as the 
origins of her religious foundation Communio in Christo are to be found here, at Oud-
Valkenburg in The Netherlands. This is where Mother Marie Therese was born on March 21, 
1927. Here, in the very beautiful village church at Oud-Valkenburg, she was baptized the 
following day. Here, she lived for over 30 years with her parents and family. It was here that – 
in deep seclusion - she underwent a mystical development the like very few people are 
allowed to experience, which – however – is described and borne witness to in the writings of 
Teresa of Avila and John of the Cross (Kösel-Verlag). 
 
From 1929 to 1933, Karl Rahner, the great conciliar theologian, was a student of theology at 
the Theological University of the Jesuits here in Valkenburg. He is quite right in saying that 
the foundation of a religious order always has its roots in the experience of a mystical calling, 
involving the commission to found a religious order subsequent to a thorough purification and 
trial imposed by God.  
 
Today I want to talk about a third aspect of the life of Mother Marie Therese, which gave 
Mother Marie Therese’ religious foundation on December 8, 1984 a universal perspective in 
the service of the Church as a whole. What I am driving at is the unusual and very closely knit 
connection of Mother Marie Therese’ life and that of her order with the Second Vatican 
Council, having found its expression in her appeal for the actualisation of this council. And 
once again it was the town of Valkenburg that was to have a far-reaching effect on Mother 
Marie Therese’ life in as much as it was here that she had her first contact with the Second 
Vatican Council and its consequences. Here she lived when the Council opened in 1962 until 
shortly before its close on December 8, 1965. Here, amidst a lively parish, she experienced 
the effects and consequences of the Second Vatican Council. Here, she began to reflect on the 
Council. Here, she experienced the crisis of the Church in The Netherlands.  
 
'Having grown up in a deeply pious family it was difficult for me to cope with the fact', she 
writes in her book ‘Wer bin ich, dass Du mich bittest?’ (Pattloch 1986, p. 17) ‘that things so 
familiar to me as part of my religious conviction were being relinquished. Everything 
happened so fast. Priests expressed different views. They adapted to the world, cast off their 
vestments and married. Religious communities disappeared and churches were up for sale. 
Monasteries and convents closed. Many religious left their communities and resumed their 
worldly life. Representatives of the Church increasingly met with criticism. Other priests were 
left alone - without any help. All this grieved me so deeply’, so Mother Marie Therese, ‘that 
the wish grew on me to honour God with ever more love.’ 
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Already before the Council, her father confessor, Prof. Dr. Steyns, had asked her what her 
opinion was of the imminent Council. At that time, her answer was - as she told me later on -: 
‘I can see the Fiend sitting at the table with them.'  
 
As a matter of fact, it was already during the initial assembly of the Council that an opposition 
formed, from which there were to arise some of the Council’s fiercest opponents in post-
conciliar times; they denied it any kind of supernatural influence: The Second Vatican 
Council were merely a pastoral council and as such not inspired by the Holy Spirit unlike the 
great ecumenical councils of the past. Those opponents denied the Council a binding 
character. To Mother Marie Therese it was significant that the opposition to the Second 
Vatican Council was linked with the name of Archbishop Lefebvre as she had been concerned 
with this bishop already in 1976. And that was to remain so until her death in 1994. ‘What an 
important event this Council must be’, she said, ‘with so fierce an opposition being hurled at 
it.’ 
 
 
A religious order as a counter-pole 
Bearing this circumstance in mind, one can see the necessity of a religious order as a counter-
pole to the Lefebvre movement and one can also understand why - in post-conciliar times -
Mother Marie Therese turned into a passionate advocate of the Council, insisting that the 
Second Vatican Council, too, was no pastoral council but - in line with the great ecumenical 
councils - a dogmatic council, inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
 
The consequences of the Second Vatican Council Mother Marie Therese felt particularly 
painfully in her own family. Her father was a very pious and rather conservatively inclined 
man. As the church treasurer, he was taking an active part in the life of the parish and enjoyed 
public esteem. Every day he attended Holy Mass in his parish church, on Sundays even twice. 
Occasionally, Mother Marie Therese spoke about her father returning from Sunday Mass, 
weighed down by sorrow and anguish, unable to understand: Now they have even carried 
away the pulpit and the communion bench and moved the tabernacle to one side… 
 
‘For my father it was a good thing’, Mother Marie Therese said, ‘that he died in 1965. He 
would have been unable to endure those changes in his parish church any longer.’ As far as 
Mother Marie Therese herself was concerned, she, too, the Council’s consequences she felt as 
particularly bitter. As far as Mother Marie Therese herself was concerned, the consequences 
of the Council that she felt particularly bitter gradually made her doubt and question. It was 
especially painful for her to find out that in her hometown Valkenburg some convents or 
monasteries were up for sale. Before the Council there had been seven or eight of them in 
Valkenburg, today there are only four, among them a convent of the Benedictine Sisters, who 
are still in rapport with Mother Marie Therese and Communio in Christo. At once it came to 
Mother Marie Therese knowledge to what extent the Eucharist and the sacramental priesthood 
- and consequently the Christian charity - were qualified.  
 
More and more often Mother Marie Therese asked herself whether the disruption of 
ecclesiastic life and the qualification of the Eucharist were a consequence of the Council. 
However, in the subsequent confrontation with Archbishop Lefebvre - and contrary to the 
latter - she came to realize more and more clearly that the cause of the crisis in the Church 
was not the Council. The Archbishop blamed the Council for the decline of ecclesiastic life in 
post-conciliar times. He considered the Council a pastoral council and not binding in 
character.  
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Mother Marie Therese never shared Archbishop Lefebvres interpretation of the Council. In 
her letters and reflections, she passionately used to defend the Council as the centenary event 
of the Holy Spirit and as the inspiration of a charism. Time and time again, but particularly in 
the foundation of her order, she bore witness to the Council as being a direct intervention of 
God, in which the Holy Spirit comes to the aid of the Church, pointing out the fact that the 
only authority of the Church is the authority of the Spirit. 
 
It is certainly true that since the close of the Second Vatican Council almost 40 years ago – on 
December 8, 1965 – "plenty of water has flown down not only the Tiber". Quotations from 
the resolutions of the Second Vatican Council – it is true – still belong to the standard 
repertory of ecclesiastic statements, but at the same time, the "fog of oblivion" begins to 
obliterate what the Council still means to the Church, the people and to us, too. The young 
generation knows hardly anything or nothing at all about this Council. It is certainly true, too, 
that the Church in The Netherlands has played a 
trailblazing role in carrying out many a test and 
experiment in post-conciliar times.  
 
I may remind you of the Dutch catechism that 
was issued by the Catechistic Institute in 
Nijmwegen in 1966. In Germany alone over 
200.000 copies were sold. The complete edition 
was more than 1.000.000 copies. But I might also 
remind you of the pastoral council in 
Noordwijkerout in northern Holland. This 
pastoral council took place in the years from 
1968 to 1970 and was widely discussed in 
Germany, too, where its resolutions were 
published in form of reports on the individual 
plenary sessions.  
 
 
A model for the synod of Würzburg  
What is unknown to many people in Germany: 
This pastoral council was model and example for 
the synod of Würzburg, held by the German 
dioceses in the years from 1971 until 1975,        The Superior General Karl-Heinz Haus 
with the difference that in the synod of Würzburg,  
lay persons, too, were entitled to vote. I don't know if you realize that in the German Church 
there were some very critical comments to be heard regarding the development in the Church 
of The Netherlands. They came particularly from the conservative side, from people who 
feared for the pure doctrine of the Church and that things may be overdone in the Netherlands 
and that, consequently, the crisis in the Church might even be accelerated. While the Council 
was in progress as well as in post-conciliar times I was pastor in several parishes in the 
vicinity of Krefeld, in Mönchengladbach and Düren. At that time I still celebrated Holy Mass 
in Latin and with my back turned to the people. I very realistically experienced the effects of 
the Council, with the altar being turned towards the people and the celebration of the 
Eucharist being no longer read in Latin but in German. I also noticed certain efforts at all 
levels to adapt houses of God to the new conciliar liturgy. The tabernacle was moved from the 
centre to one side, saints' statues, pulpits, communion benches disappeared overnight.  
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The director of the municipal archives in Düren told me some years ago how he personally 
experienced those times. He thought that things had been worse than at the time of the 
Reformation. Priests had approached him – grief-stricken - asking him to accept some objects 
d'art for safekeeping; they were objects people wanted removed from the Church. 
 
At that time we, too, in our parishes we were confronted with changes and reforms realized in 
the church provinces of The Netherlands. All of a sudden people who had holidayed in The 
Netherlands stood before us, holding out their hands waiting to receive the communion. This 
way the hand communion was introduced into Germany, one might even say enforced by the 
laity. In the same way the practice of the expiatory celebrations, which came from The 
Netherlands, was introduced into our parishes. One might wonder why the confessional 
practice in accordance with the Council was abolished from one day to the next. Whereas 
before the Council we used to spend many hours in the confessional, now one hour sufficed. I 
have often asked myself how the practice of confession could have been abolished so 
suddenly whereas a few weeks before the confessional boxes had still been absolutely 
thronged. And another question gave me pause: How had the faithful hitherto understood the 
practice of the confession? 
 
 
The secularization of the ecclesiastic life 
I do admit that the development in the Church province of The Netherlands appealed to me as 
a priest. Living not far from the Dutch border, I rather frequently made the trip to The 
Netherlands, together with other brethren in the ministry in order to study the new situation. I 
especially liked the many talks held throughout the country, the way they were organized and 
convened, the conception they were based upon. We visited the International Seminary in 
Maastricht, the Catechetical Institute in Nijmwegen and a theological training institute in 
Tillburg. This way we got in touch with many con-frères in The Netherlands, apart from the 
fact that many brethren from The Netherlands – among them many missionaries – came to 
Germany. At times, ten percent of all Episcopal priests were from The Netherlands. At the 
same time we noted that many priests laid down their ministry, that many convents or 
monasteries gradually emptied and that the ecclesiastic life as a whole was infiltrated by a 
secularization, worldly tendencies and a liberalism designed to divert from the core, the very 
essence of the faith. This became particularly evident in the growing qualification and 
irreverence towards the sacrament of the Eucharist and – consequently – of the sacramental 
priesthood.  
 
All those experiences with the Church of The Netherlands were significant to me, when I first 
met Mother Marie Therese in 1971. She was very concerned about the crisis of the Church in 
The Netherlands when coming to Germany in 1965 – in obedience to an inner call she 
recognized as the will of God – leading her 19 years later consistently to the foundation of a 
religious order for the actualization of the Council's decrees.  
 
From then on Mother Marie Therese lived amidst a German parish, witnessing firsthand the 
many attempts made by the German Church to realize the Council. Through me she got to 
know of the "Würzburger Synode" of the German dioceses and – as a consequence of that 
synod – of the very intensive efforts of the diocese of Aachen to realize the Council within the 
structures of a diocese, a region, a deanery and a parish. 
 
The synod saw the laypersons' share in the responsibility for the life of the Church guaranteed 
in a new advisory structure. Here already a difference to the Church of The Netherlands was 
noticeable. Whereas the pastoral council in The Netherlands had an advisory function , the 
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Würzburger Synode broke new ground. Contrary to the valid regulations, it was no longer 
merely an assembly of clerics but it also included lay persons. Furthermore, its responsibility 
was no longer restricted to the mere counselling of the bishops, as was the case with the 
pastoral council in The Netherlands at that time. In the German synod all members had – as 
laid down in the statutes – the same right to vote, i.e. decision-making power.  
 
Professor Hemmerle contributed considerably to this Würzburger Synode. He was one of the 
decisive inspirers of this synod. At the close of the synod, he was appointed Bishop of Aachen 
and in the following time he was to accompany Mother Marie Therese and her foundations on 
their way. And – as Mother Marie Therese saw it – he became the co-founder of her order 
Communio in Christo. 
 
In his diocese, Bishop Hemmerle found a structure, which was considered exemplary for the 
German dioceses. The diocese of Aachen was divided into eight regions, in each of which 
there was a regional dean and a regional office under the supervision of a regional priest. It 
was in this function as a regional priest that I met Mother Marie Therese. 
 
 
Where is the inner reform? 
I vividly remember Mother Marie Therese questioning my task as a regional priest in 1974: 
What you are doing there is not the actualization of the Council. All your efforts are too 
exclusively focussed on a structural change. But what about the inner reform the Council 
demanded, the reform in love, the prerequisite for the outer change of structure? The 
establishment of a regional office cannot solve this problem either. I still remember my 
mental reaction to that question of Mother Marie Therese': it was that of a protest.  
 
Mother Marie Therese had questioned my task as a regional priest as a whole. I was rather 
taken aback when finding Mother Marie Therese’ view confirmed last year. The diocese of 
Aachen dissolved all regional offices of the bishopric in 2005. 
 
In her reflections on the actualisation of the Council in her Church of The Netherlands two 
figures mainly held her attention about whom she frequently talked. Those figures were 
Cardinal Alfrink from Utrecht and Bishop Bekkers from s’Hertogenbosch. In an exemplary 
manner Cardinal Alfrink dealt with and endured the extreme tension evident during the 
pastoral council in Noordwijkerhout, thus avoiding a break-up.  
 
Bishop Bekkers from s’Hertogenbosch was one of the Fathers of the Council. In this capacity 
he frequently had opportunity to voice his opinion in talks, contributions and discussions on 
TV and broadcast until his death on May 9, 1966. His speeches always met with favourable 
response. They were also published in German in the book ‘Unterwegs mit dem Volk Gottes. 
Kirche  im Aufbruch’ (Butzon & Bercker, Kevelaer 1966). 
 
Regardless of what one’s opinion of the bishop might be - what he said about his view of the 
actualisation of the Council ‘hit the nail right on the head’ according to Mother Marie 
Therese. When speaking of the necessity of love - as our Pope Benedict does in his first 
encyclical letter - or about the necessity of humility, one can very well say that he exemplarily 
lived this love and humility. Of Mother Marie Therese, too, one can say this: Her whole life, 
lived in humility and love, was the actual realization of the Second Vatican Council - the 
practically lived love in the unity of love of God and love of neighbour. Not least in her latter 
years Mother Marie Therese declared the Council lived in practice to be the express basic idea 
of her order. In her reflections and letters she time an again explained the fundamental idea of 
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her order. The Council can only be realized if being lived according to this fundamental idea. 
Thus the actualisation of the Council is the lived love laid down in the Gospel as the only 
Imitation of Christ after his word and example in the inseparable unity of love of God and 
love of neighbour.  
 
It is certainly true that the actualisation of the Second Vatican Council is be threatened by 
failure, but it is also true that our Pope Benedict as Cardinal Ratzinger once said in 2005 that 
the fate of the living Church depends on the actualisation of the Second Vatican Council. He 
literally said in the preface to his foreword to the book of Maximilian Heinrich Heim:  Joseph 
Ratzinger, Kirchliche Existenz und Existentielle Theologie (Peter-Lang-Verlag 2005, p.7): 
‘The controversy about the Second Vatican Council continues. What was its actual message? 
How should it be properly employed in the life of the Church? This is no controversy that 
does not reach beyond the realm of learned theory but rather an issue likely to have an 
immediate effect upon the fate of the living Church.’” 
 
Karl-Heinz Haus, Superior General 
 
 
 
The Second Vatican Council is so imbued with love that it should actually cause no problem 
to realize it especially in our time. Up to now, this Council has only been talked about but is 
not being lived. It is controversially discussed. It has remained one-sided and lacking in 
clarity. It loses in value if its love is not being lived, if only the people concerned are regarded 
instead of God himself. 
(From: Mother Marie Therese, I beg you, o holy Church – in the name of the Spirit, p. 299 

 
 
VISITOR FROM VALKENBURG HONOURS "THE GREAT DAUGHTER" 
OF THE TOWN: MOTHER MARIE THERESE 
 
 
The mayor of the Dutch town of Valkenburg, Constant Nuytens, paid a visit to Communio in 
Christo in Mechernich. Thus the town in which Mother Marie Therese spent 30 years of her 
life honoured its great daughter and religious founder. For many years there have been 
contacts between Valkenburg and Mechernich and it was not least the Newsletter in Dutch - 
published since November 2005 - that formed a bridge between the two towns. Yet, the 
mayor, Mr. Nuytens, recently decided to personally find out more about Communio in Christo 
and their charitable activities. He was welcomed by the Superior General Karl-Heinz Haus, 
Father Hermann Walch, the President Helmut Weber, Managing Director Norbert Arnold and 
the Director of the homes Ulrike Müller. The local mayor, Dr. Hans-Peter Schick, insisted 
upon personally and cordially welcoming his counterpart in the mayoralty and to call attention 
to the importance of the order as a spiritual community as a creator of jobs - after all, about 
300 persons are employed with the social institutions in Mechernich and Blankenheim. In 
Valkenburg, since December7, 2004 a Foundation Communio in Christo is in existence which 
orientates itself by the aims of Mother Marie Therese, namely to actually live charity in 
accordance with the Second Vatican Council and to help people in need. In Valkenburg, too, a 
hospice and other nursing homes are to be established. Already in summer 2004 Bishop Frans 
Wiertz from Roermond expressed his enthusiasm about the nursing facilities in Mechernich. 
Since April 2005, Pastor Lambert van den Hoven has been organizing regular meetings for 
persons interested in Communio in Christo. The Superior General officially welcomes the 
guest from The Netherlands, saying: 
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The mayor of Mechernich, Dr. Hans-Peter Schick, and counterpart Constant Nuytens  
(on the left at the front) displaying fotos of the baptismal church and font of Mother  
Marie Therese in Oud-Valkenburg. 

 
“I cordially welcome you and your wife in the motherhouse of Communio in Christo, in 
which Mother Marie Therese spent 12 years of her life. We are very pleased to have you with 
us and hope for a fruitful meeting with you and your town. We were also very happy about 
the visit of Bishop Wiertz from Roermond in August 2004. 
 
Here, in Mechernich, we have had for quite some time a very deep and friendly relationship 
with your province of Limburg, especially with the towns of Oud-Valkenburg, Valkenburg 
and Maastricht. Time and again, groups of priests, sisters and lay persons from various 
countries and continents have started out from here to visit those towns. This way, Pastor 
Lambert van den Hoven has become a very dear and highly esteemed con-frère of ours. Very 
often and readily, he puts his parsonage at our disposal for meetings with members and 
persons interested in Communio in Christo. In cooperation with him, we were able to revive a 
foundation, which was originally brought into life by Mother Marie Therese in 1984. This 
foundation has its seat in the parsonage of Oud-Valkenburg. Its aims are the commitment to 
the realization of Mother Marie Therese' goals, who – with her foundation and lifework – 
wanted to respond to the numerous needs of our time.  
 
Therefore, our close rapport with your town has something to do with our founder Mother 
Marie Therese. She was born in your hometown and baptized in the parish church of Oud-
Valkenburg. For almost 30 years she lived with her family in Kerkstraat, Valkenburg. During 
that time she was subjected to the very painful examinations and trials of a Dark Night – as 
described by John of the Cross and Teresa of Avila – in preparation for a mission that was to  
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reveal itself fully and in public when she was here in Mechernich – the mystery of a calling 
and election determined by God alone. It was an election that came even more to her own 
surprise than to anybody else', being deeply aware of her impotence and insignificance: Who 
am I to be called by You? 
 
God wanted her especially, a person characterized by straightforwardness and veracity, in 
order to found a religious order in this town as an aid for Church and world and in order to 
build up a charitable organization that was to lead many people, particularly AIDS sufferers, 
back to God. And therefore, it is not without good reason that Mother Marie Therese gave her 
hospice - founded in 1990 as one of the first hospices in Germany - a name that unites all of 
us with our Madonna of Maastricht: Hospice Stella Maris.  
 
On this very day we are very pleased to be able to pass on to you a piece of information 
regarding the worldwide importance of an order that has its roots in your town of Valkenburg  
and a charitable organization that has made itself quite a name in this town. In many parts of 
the world Mother Marie Therese and her order are well known. A very noted Polish professor 
of theology, an authority on mysticism, has declared Mother Marie Therese one of the 
greatest mystics of our time.  
 
These days a Communio priest in Poland has completed his doctoral thesis bearing the title 
‘The missionary dimension in the life and work of Mother Marie Therese and her Order 
Communio in Christo’. It comprises 230 pages plus 100 pages of explanations and a list of 
literary sources with direct or indirect reference to Mother Marie Therese. 
 
We are glad to know that the mayor of the town of Mechernich has become a very good 
friend of Communio in Christo and we do appreciate that he has immediately agreed to meet 
you.” 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS FOUNDATION IS A WORK OF GOD – IT WILL SURVIVE – A HOPE 
IN DIFFICULT TIMES 
 
 
Interview with one of Mother Marie Therese’ first companions 
 
Question: 
Father Walch, where and when did you meet Mother Marie Therese? 
 
Answer: 
The first contact with Mother Marie Therese dates back to my first stay at the seminary in 
Innsbruck, where I worked as a prefect until 1976. The Superior General Karl-Heinz Haus 
sent me the manuscripts of the books containing texts written by Mother Marie Therese. I 
immediately realized: These texts are of a special quality. They originate from a person of 
great human and Christian maturity. We meditated on the texts with the candidates for the 
ministry. Every sentence proved to be a revelation, a world in itself - so deeply were we 
moved by these sentences.  
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I kept corresponding with Mother Marie Therese. I actually met her on May 1, 1976 at a 
meeting of the priests to which Mother Marie Therese had invited. Our second meeting was in 
the parsonage in Mechernich in the summer holidays, where Father Haus and Father Robben 
lived. At that occasion I felt that it would be good if I could spend a sabbatical year here in 
order to have a chance to grow into this spirituality, into this richness. Upon my request, 
Bishop Paulus Rusch of Innsbruck gave me his permission. This is how I came to know 
Mother Marie Therese 30 years ago.  
 
Question: 
At that time activities were already under way that were eventually to lead to the foundation 
of some social projects, etc.  Subsequently, it came to some conflicts with the public. How did 
you feel about that? What were your impressions? 
 
Answer: 
On the one hand, those conflicts were a consequence of the first foundation for priests and lay 
persons, established by Mother Marie Therese on September 1, 1977 within a public 
celebration of the Eucharist in the parish church of Mechernich-Holzheim. The more people 
joined that foundation and the more beneficial it proved to be, the more it met with criticism 
in the public. To me it proved to be a new experience, the like I had never made before. It 
became ever clearer: Wherever God becomes the most visible, the Devil becomes active, too. 
That was the case with all great religious foundations in the history of the Church. The Devil 
always means to prevent the good; he does not want love to triumph.  
 
The reactions to this foundation differed. There were those who responded positively to the 
good it engendered and the gift of divine grace manifest in a religious foundation. Others 
stood aloof because they were unable to believe that God could bring about something so 
great in a person, especially in a woman. They became opponents. They blamed Mother 
Marie Therese and the priests who joined her foundation for the turbulences that were to 
break out in the parishes around Mechernich. Eventually, the beginning conflicts were dealt 
with in public and in the media. To Mother Marie Therese that was a very painful experience. 
During all those conflicts, however, she never lost her composure - a tower of strength. Her 
example gave us priests the strength and courage to persevere and to respond to all conflicts 
with love.  
 
Question: 
Once people - or at least one person - did not even stop at using violence, which in one 
particular case affected you personally. Can you tell me what happened? 
 
Answer: 
The assault on my life happened on February 1, 1978, six months after the first foundation. 
The media brought detailed reports on the case. I was very seriously injured, and only much 
later I understood the connection with Mother Marie Therese’ foundations. At that time 
Mother Marie Therese had already determined the date for her second foundation - a 
community for priests and sisters - which was to take place on the 1st of September that year. 
She wanted to start with three priests.  
 
Suddenly, I found myself in this situation - very seriously injured, hovering between life and 
death due to a shotgun wound. Besides, shortly after that incident, a second priest, Father 
Robben, had to undergo a serious emergency operation that left him, too, at the brink of death. 
Mother Marie Therese wanted to establish the foundation of a community of priests with three 
priests. But at that point, two of them were in hospital fighting for their lives. So, the intended 
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foundation was greatly endangered. What were we to do? Being confined to my sickbed at the 
university teaching hospital in Bonn, I was told that subsequent to the gunshot attack on me a 
great press campaign set in as a consequence of which controversial opinions, disapproval, 
rejection and defamation of all kinds regarding Mother Marie Therese and her foundation 
were dramatically built up and discussed in public. Thus, the public was turned against us.  
 
On the other hand - this must not be forgotten - there were all those people who were very 
grateful to Mother Marie Therese for her foundations. They had started their lives as 
Christians anew, living it more deeply and fully. So, one might say that the controversial 
discussion in public brought about something positive as well. Something had been set in 
motion. People were forced to deal more thoroughly with Mother Marie Therese and her 
foundation. As I said before, I was at the university hospital in Bonn at that time and had to 
stay there for three months. Mother Marie Therese frequently visited me with Superior 
General Haus. I sensed that she was worried - like me - about my condition. What would 
become of me? Paraplegia was impending because the bullet was located in the vertebral 
column only few centimetres from the spinal cord and it would have been too dangerous to 
remove it surgically. Then, one day Mother Marie Therese said to me, “Don’t be afraid. I 
have seen the bullet wander six centimetres into the thoracic cavity.” A fortnight later the 
physician told me, “You are really lucky, we can now operate from the front. The bullet has 
wandered six centimetres away from the spinal column into the thorax.” I could hardly 
believe my own ears for it was the same words, the words Mother Marie Therese had spoken 
14 days before, “The bullet will wander six centimetres.”  
 
That incident brought me very close to Mother Marie Therese because afterwards anonymous 
telephone calls informed us that the bullet had actually been meant for Mother Marie Therese 
and because the anonymous caller or callers - perhaps some “brain” behind it - expressed 
blind hate for the priests and for God. But Mother Marie Therese - and we with her - always 
responded to those actions with love.  
 
Question: 
How did Mother Marie Therese deal with this sudden responsibility, indirectly being the 
initiator of all those actions? 
 
Answer: 
We priests found it more difficult than Mother Marie Therese to deal with all the defamatory 
statements and the hostility we met with. She was very strong and she recognized the 
background and the connection between her foundation and the hostilities and rejection very 
deeply. As a charismatic and religious founder, she had a deep insight into that which she had 
founded. But she also saw that the Devil must have had a great interest in preventing this 
foundation.  
 
Many people in and around Mechernich remained very sceptical towards this new movement. 
After all, Charlatans there had been plenty of in the history of the Church - so, wasn’t it 
necessary to be very guarded?  Based on the experience of my long way together with Mother 
Marie Therese, I personally can testify to this: Mother Marie Therese was always able to 
respond to and successfully deal with all those doubts, conflicts and animosity in a loving 
manner, so that many years later opponents of Mother Marie Therese’ could say: We were 
incorrectly informed; we, ourselves, were wrong, but we do realize that now, having got to 
know Mother Marie Therese, her aims and her social institutions. Meanwhile, many of those 
persecutory actions have gone up in smoke and the order Communio in Christo and the 
charitable organization that has sprung from it meet with the public’s unanimous approval. 
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Question: 
I understand that Mother Marie Therese, together with all of you, brought a number of social 
projects into being. In doing so, why did she so clearly "prefer" old, weak and sick people, but 
especially those who were expelled and “got rid of”, like for instance AIDS victims?  
 
Answer: 
That Mother Marie Therese preference for old, sick and weak people actually has something 
to do with her vocation. In the foundation of the Unio on September 1, 1977, she already laid 
down the spirituality of her community in the motto: “Love for the neighbour is living in 
God.” To Mother Marie Therese this meant concretely: On the one hand: The way to God is 
through my neighbour; on the other hand: All men are my neighbours, but especially those 
who live on the fringes of society, the poor, the homeless, the AIDS patients, the sick in need 
of special care, those who are unable to help themselves, but also those who are in quest of 
God but cannot find the way to him.  
 

Question: 
As we know, all her life Mother 
Marie Therese was very, very 
often ill and had to suffer badly. 
Could that have been one of the 
reasons for her close relationship 
with these people? 
 
Answer: 
Of course, since Mother Marie 
Therese herself was often ill, she 
could understand the sick very 
well. She knew what some of 
them had to go through. It meant 
very much to her to help the sick 
in coping with their lot. 
Naturally, owing to her own 
experience she was able to 
contribute a lot towards the aim 
to give the sick new hope and 
courage. Especially at an early 
age, it was only after an inner 
struggle that she herself 
managed to accept each new 
illness. So, she had, so to speak, 
a vein, a special feeling for how 
to encourage the sick. She knew 
what words and gestures the sick 
expected. Hers was a special 
potential of an ability to help, 
she radiated it entering a  

Mother Marie Therese with the Rev. Father Hermann Walch     sickroom. She always gave  
before St. Peter's in Rome on the occasion of their pilgrimage       them new hope. 
to the Pope in November 1989 
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Question: 
You have just dropped a catchword speaking of a special vein, an unusual ability. In order to 
initiate such projects and to make them work - that takes managing experience these days. 
What gave Mother Marie Therese this strength and energy? 
 
Answer: 
We noticed that Mother Marie Therese developed extraordinary energy and drive in realizing  
her social projects as well as her foundations.  
 
From my own experience gathered in all those years I could accompany Mother Marie 
Therese and as a close friend of hers whom she entrusted with handling all her 
correspondence, typing her reflections and prayers, I can testify to the fact that in her own 
weakness and impotence - which she experienced every day anew through illness and 
suffering - Mother Marie Therese had unusual energy coupled with great leadership qualities 
and an extraordinary charism. It was only due to this and in dependence on God that she was 
able to bring into being and realize a religious order and a widespread social relief 
organization. In this context, a word by Saint Paul came to my mind, speaking of the power of 
divine grace present in the weakness. That is exactly what I can bear witness to regarding the 
life of Mother Marie Therese. 
 
To us it was a phenomenon: When we were already tired, she – as a person seriously ill – 
used to carry on. Failures and criticism could not discourage her in the least. That strength she 
certainly drew from her extraordinary charism. From the spirituality of her foundations as 
well as her charitable work she derived supernatural strength. She also received the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, especially the gift of the counsel, owing to which she was able to see and 
understand things and situations in their wider context, knowing exactly what she had to do 
next. By making herself entirely dependent on God, she developed such extraordinary 
capacities that experts even admired her and asked for advice, for instance regarding the 
implementation of social or building projects, as well as financial schemes. Through the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit she was actually led by God in all her activities. 
 
Question: 
It seems that Mother Marie Therese also had managerial skills. Nowadays, managers are said 
to be cold and hard and only interested in certain things. Was Mother Marie Therese a warm-
hearted and gentle woman or an authoritative person, or both? 
 
Answer: 
Mother Marie Therese was both: a warm-hearted Mother and a woman who possessed a 
strong, natural authority coupled with an infinitely strong will and a remarkable ability to 
assert herself. And this also needs to be said: In her case, this authority of hers consisted in an 
incredibly deep love and respect for her fellowmen and – at the same time – a great sense of 
obedience towards the will and leadership of God. Therefore, she did not consider any of the 
projects and foundations as the result of her own doings. She was a servant of God's or – as 
she expressed it herself – a servant of the Holy Spirit, an executive tool. Everything she did 
was only done because she definitely knew: This is what God wants me to do.  
 
Some people find this authoritative. I have often wondered: How can anybody feel love to be 
authoritative? And how can anyone defame and persecute in such a way an initiative that is 
indisputably from God as was the case with Mother Marie Therese's? Ultimately, it was 
always this fidelity to God, whom she did not want to let down, to whom she was not allowed 
to become unfaithful and who – she was certain – continued to stand by her all the time.  
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Question: 
Some projects have been realized, which are being continued very successfully. One of those 
projects is the home for the aged and nursing home House Effata. How did it come into 
being? 
 
Answer: 
I remember that Mother Marie Therese told us in 1981: I will get a house located between 
Jünkerath and Mechernich, by the wood-side. Rather incredible, it seemed. Of course we were 
curious what kind of house that would turn out to be. One year later, it actually came to the 
purchase of a convalescence home for war-blinded persons in Blankenheim. Purely by chance 
Superior General Haus had seen an article in a local paper dealing with the proposed sale of 
the house. As so often the case with Mother Marie Therese' decisions, she responded to that 
information with the surprising resolution: I will buy that house for my social project! A few 
months later, the non-profit making society Unio-GmbH, founded by Mother Marie Therese, 
was the owner of the house, putting it at the disposal of Mother Marie Therese for the 
realization of her projects. She named the house "Effata" and converted it into a home for the 
aged and nursing home. In this, too, the guidance of God became evident. That was the one 
side of it.  
 
The other side was that the new House Effata had its origin in the foundation of the Effata 
Collective, founded by Mother Marie Therese in September 13, 1981. The foundation took 
place during a solemn celebration of the Eucharist in the church of the monastery at Steyl, 
where there is the grave of the holy Padre Arnoldus Janssen. According to Mother Marie 
Therese, this new community was to be the answer to the social plight announcing itself at 
that time and which now manifests itself in many ways. The solution to this problem Mother 
Marie Therese saw in a new "togetherness", a new way of living with and for one another.  
 
That is exactly what she intended to put into practice in the new house, for those, too, who 
had no money or pension. She wanted to generate this sense of communion among the 
residents and staff members, simply to show: In a normal everyday life, in a home, this form 
of togetherness can be practiced wherever money is not the principal point of view but the 
togetherness, the dignity of man, the respect for one another and the love for one another. 
 
Question: 
Subsequently, it came to the foundation of the religious order and shortly thereafter to the 
establishment of the long-term nursing home, didn't it? How did  that foundation come about, 
how was it brought into being, what was the idea behind it? 
 
Answer:  
In the foundation of the Effata Collective in 1981 under the motto "As a People on the March" 
Mother Marie Therese saw the way towards the actualization of the Second Vatican Council. 
Figuratively speaking, this foundation was the union of all of her foundations, the bud having 
blossomed into a beautiful flower. This religious foundation, too, was supposed to be linked 
with a concrete social project, namely with a hospice and a long-term nursing home. 
 
Consequently, in 1990 Mother Marie Therese founded a hospice and called it "Stella Maris", 
having been inspired by the miracle-working image of the Mother of God Stella Maris in 
Maastricht, with which she had been familiar since her youth. It is not without significance 
that this hospice with 53 beds was one of the first hospices to be founded in the Federal 
Republic of Germany. Very soon it became evident that Hospice Stella Maris was too small to 
service all the cases from all over Germany, registering for admission. Meanwhile, the news 
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had spread in clinics, rehabilitation centres and hospitals that Mother Marie Therese 
preferably admits such cases that other houses do not like to accept. Therefore, at that time 
being confined to the sickbed suffering from a serious illness, she planned to extend the 
hospice by 100 more beds. Hardly possible! -  we thought at that time, impossible to realize… 
Geographically, Mechernich is situated in a rather marginal position, so where could all those 
patients come from? And the necessary nursing personnel, the "manpower", where could we 
find them? "You don't have to worry about that", Mother Marie Therese dispelled our doubts, 
"an inner voice is telling me that we will get enough trained personnel." 
 
And as if to confirm the project, she wrote in her last book "I beg you, o holy Church – In the 
Name of the Spirit" (p. 229) on 25 August 1993, the year before her death: Before long I will 
build a new project for more than 100 patients.  
 
Unfortunately, Mother Marie Therese did not live to see the realization of that extension 
project, the obstacles and difficulties that had to be overcome having been immense. She died 
on April 11, 1994, before work had even begun. A few months before she had told us: When 
the first spade is dug, I will recover; it goes to show how closely her extraordinary vocation 
was linked with the new project of a long-term nursing institute. That is also evident in the 
name she gave the new project beforehand: "Communio in Christo" was the name the new 
house was supposed to bear, thus expressing the close and inseparable connection with her 
order Communio in Christo. 
 
It was no matter of course that – after the demise of Mother Marie Therese – the persons 
responsible for Communio in Christo would continue to work at the realization of her 
extension project. The courage necessary for the implementation of this great idea of Mother 
Marie Therese' they had derived from the deep confidence in her extraordinary charism, in 
which she had clearly outlined the task and aim of the new project, in which the will of God 
was very evident.  
 
On April 12, 1997 the work was completed. The new long-term nursing home for 153 
patients, named "House Communio in Christo", was opened by the bishop of Radom, Bishop 
Materski, who accompanied Mother Marie Therese until her death.  
 
From now on the new nursing centre was to be a shining symbol for the implementation of the 
Second Vatican Council in practice and in the life of the Church. From now on the 
fundamental idea of the order Communio in Christo was to be clearly visible: the actually 
lived Council, respectively the actually lived love according to the word and example of Jesus 
in the inseparable unity of love of God and love of neighbour. This fundamental idea meant to 
Mother Marie Therese the actual renewal of the Church, intended by the Second Vatican 
Council and interpreted by her as a reform in love.  
 
Accordingly, after founding Communio in Christo, Mother Marie Therese repeated time and 
again in the Rule of her order: It is Communio in Christo's mission to bring about the renewal 
of the Church through the actualization of the Council's resolutions, and to Mother Marie 
Therese this meant: by actually living love. This very definitely involves the social aspect, for 
the practically lived love is to find its expression in the concrete care for the fellowman.  
 
The spiritual background was therefore that Mother Marie Therese felt compelled by her 
charism to show the way to God to as many people as possible through her charitable work. 
She often repeated, "My social relief organization is no purely charitable organization. It is 
not a matter of doing works of charity as such but of living the Gospel, of making the love of 
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God visible for those who are seriously ill, who find their own plight, their own lot hard to 
bear. Those people we need to give new hope, we must tell them: God is every human being's 
friend." That was the true background of her charitable organization, which is part of the 
actualization of the Second Vatican Council. Pope Paul VI mentioned this social aspect in the 
closing address of the Council. He said, "The Good Samaritan shall show us the direction and 
the way in realizing the Council."  
 
Question: 
The next house to be built was the Hospice Stella Maris. About its origins, Mr. Weber has 
already told us some facts. My next question is not about the coming into being of the hospice 
but it is addressed to you as a priest. You often have contact with persons who – as we might 
say – have entered the final stretch of their way on earth, spending their last days in this 
hospice. I suppose that not all of them know who its founder was.  
 
Could you tell me something about your everyday dealings with the dying persons and 
whether there are some who up to that point had nothing to do with the Church, with the faith 
or with religion and whether there have been any conversions or returns to the essential 
things? 
 
Answer: 
Mother Marie Therese' hospice is an institution that the sick and the dying patients and their 
relatives have often called a blessing. I, as a priest, can only say: I would like best to spend all 
day – even day and night – in the hospice with the sick and their relatives. It is a place where 
you can really do your work as a priest, where you can be priest with heart and soul, where 
you can feel the very breath of the Holy Spirit and witness his workings.  
 
Some of the residents do not know who the founder is, others do, having read the inscription 
under the picture of the founder: "God is among us. He wants to partake in our life, our 
suffering, our misery and worries." 
 
That really proves to be true, no matter whether they know that those are the words of Mother 
Marie Therese or not. What really matters is that this atmosphere, this spirit is noticeable. It is 
the spirit that prevails especially among the staff members and the honorary assistants. To me 
they are always an example of charity. They often encourage a patient to have a talk with the 
priest. They say to me: You might want to visit this patient. I think he needs you. Their 
professional competence as nurses as well as their human and Christian qualities are 
indispensable. And they do possess these qualities to a high degree.  
 
I am dealing with many patients and dying persons, who know that they are on the brink of 
death and yet derive so much strength from the nurses' loving care and the assistance of the 
priest that they are able to face death. That is only possible with the power that comes from 
God, who is especially close to these persons.  
 
Many people who distanced themselves from the Church or left the Church altogether in the 
course of their lives, were agnostics or had no religion at all - in the face of death they, too, 
see the possibility: It’s time, now, having been offered this chance - so to speak -  I will seize 
it. Ultimately you will realize that the institution hospice brought into being by Mother Marie 
Therese is really a blessing. Here, people experience what is the goal of the hospice according 
to Mother Marie Therese: To respect the human dignity of a patient, even though he is very 
ill; the hospice is experienced as a kind of shelter for the human being on the last stretch of his 
road, when he is tired and weak. Here, in the hospice he can muster the strength to take this 
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step. One can very well say that 99,9 % die in peace with God and are grateful for having 
been able to spend those last weeks or months together with their relatives in the hospice. 
 
Question: 
I have already asked Mr. Weber and the Superior General, Father Haus, this question: What 
will happen next? What will the future bring? You, Father Walch, also belong to a generation 
that - one might say - is getting close to retirement. How do you envisage the beginning of 
your retirement or a change for a more sedate pace? What will happen if you may some day 
find yourself in need of nursing care? What will the next few years have in store for you 
personally? 
 
Answer: 
As far as the question of succession is concerned, the future of Communio in Christo can only 
be seen in the light of God. It is a foundation demanded by God, based on an initiative of his 
and entirely his doing. We are convinced that he will continue to look after his work. After 
all, it is not merely the work or the interest of a small group of priests, sisters and lay-persons 
who constitute the community, or of members who are scattered all over the world. It is a task 
of the Church. An extraordinary charism, such as the foundation of the Communio in Christo 
is based upon, is a gift for the whole Church and at once a commission for the Church to take 
this foundation in hand. As Mother Marie Therese said, “I want to commit this foundation to 
the Pope and he will have to realize it.” An extraordinary charism and a foundation - that can 
be called a religious order - are a task and a gift for the whole Church. One can call its 
foundation a great moment in history, a help in an emergency in which the Church finds itself.  
 
Of course we do give some thought to the question to some of those things: Who will take 
over the task of the superior general or of us priests and sisters? How will the community 
continue? But we do what we can. The Church will have to help and it surely will. We get a 
lot of support from Rome and the diocese. Time and again you can notice the good will. 
 
We know that it is an extraordinary foundation that cannot be accepted without hesitation 
because it means a great challenge and makes great demands on the individual person 
involving the consequence that one’s own life be changed in order to renew the Church. But 
we have great confidence that the life sacrifice of Mother Marie Therese as a founder - who 
knew much suffering - will bear fruit.  
 
When Mother Marie Therese was deeply grieved because the foundation was not immediately 
accepted, her dismay was not of a personal nature but her sorrow was that Christ - in the gift 
of love and help that he wants to give the Church - is not immediately and fully accepted. 
However, we trust in God and his guidance.  
 
Question: 
Finally, I think you might like to have an opportunity to add something personal, something 
close to your heart, even though it may not have been part of my questions. What would that 
be? 
 
Answer: 
Something personal I would like to say regarding this foundation and my affiliation with it is 
that from the very beginning to this day I am very grateful to God and to Mother Marie 
Therese for being permitted to live as a priest in the Church, for experiencing this Church as 
Communio in Christo and for being allowed to help realizing it.  
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I once found the way to all this over Mother Marie Therese’ writings and her life sacrifice for 
the priests: that she was ready to sacrifice and commit her life to God for my life as a priest. 
 
I am also grateful to our founder for having given us an example of actually lived brotherly 
love and love for God, the unity of which one can experience in Communio in Christo. The 
amalgamation of love of God and love of neighbour - it is an unimaginable wealth - this 
knowledge of what really is Christian life. I personally, and surely the others as well, was led 
into the treasure of the Christian doctrine, of the Christian faith, the Sacraments and the 
Church by Mother Marie Therese. It is a gift, so rich and abundant that I can only wish 
everybody could experience it. 
 
Moderator: 
A very beautiful last word. Thank you very much. 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRST ENCYCLICAL LETTER OF POPE BENEDICT XVI 
"DEUS CARITAS EST – GOD IS LOVE" 
 
 
In the message "God is love" Pope Benedict XVI sees the most important answer to the 
situation of the Church and of mankind in general, having made it the subject of his first 
encyclical. The Christian commandment and the Christian notion of man are expressed 
therein, as well as the Church's very own nature and the actual mission of the Church. 
 
In this encyclical, we find the theological basis for Communio in Christo, in which Mother 
Marie Therese gave us a summary of the Church's notion of man and of itself. The main 
themes of Mother Marie Therese' spiritual orientation – which she gave Communio in Christo 
to take with them on their way – the Holy Father deals with in his theological and practical 
expositions:  
 
Without actually mentioning the Second Vatican Council, the Pope's arguments are entirely 
founded on its essence. He opens all windows and doors wide in order to let us see God, who 
loves us first and undeservedly. From this knowledge we shall derive our readiness to respond 
with a life in the unity of love and as a community of love.  
 
That is exactly how Mother Marie Therese defined Communio in Christo. And thus she 
described the imitation of Jesus in our time: as the actually lived love in its inseparable unity 
of love of God and love of neighbour in accordance with the word and example of Jesus. It is 
the only form of imitation of Christ for our time. 
 
We thank the Holy Father for this Encyclical Letter. 
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AN INSIGHT INTO THE MYSTERY OF REDEMPTION 
 
Mother Marie Therese' reflections on suffering 
 
 
To Mother Marie Therese Good Friday was always a day of special partaking in the Passion 
of Jesus, inseparably linked with Easter Eve. Every year, from childhood on, God led her ever 
deeper into the mystery of the suffering, the death and the resurrection of Jesus. Communio in 
Christo has published a book containing a selection of the founder's reflections on suffering, 
which she wrote every year during the Lenten season. This publication contains texts that 
appeared during the last three years of her life, from 1991 to 1994. In order to offer you an 
extract as a "sample", we reprint the following chapter, dated Good Friday 1993. Mother 
Marie Therese wrote this text faced with a severe illness, which one year later was to end her 
life. Reading these texts, you will realize: These are no theoretical expositions on the" mystery 
of redemption" – they are the fruit of a life in which God more and more deeply interfered, 
from childhood on, and in which he found fulfilment. 
 
 
Good Friday – The Revelation of the Truth 
 
Mother Marie Therese, April 2, 1993 
 
Today the spirit of Christ leads me to the question: “Who am I and who are You who loved 
me so dearly that he took that terrible death upon himself?” 
  
Good Friday – a day of contemplation, a day which may help us to gain in knowledge, an 
opportunity to profess and to confess. It is a day on which the Cross of Christ demands all our 
attention. It wants to let us know its cause and message. It wants to free us from our fear of 
punishment. It is the door between darkness and light. It wants to be hope and security for our 
hearts, so that we will love it, not only on this day but always. 
 
Up to this day we have been trying to banish the Cross from our minds. We try to avoid it. 
The terrible suffering it stands for deters us.  Many Christians ask themselves why God chose 
such a horrible way of revealing the truth as the abandonment of his beloved Son for 
execution. They say that love cannot possibly be revealed through such a demonstration of 
injustice. Others think they can neglect the Cross and let it disappear in the light of 
resurrection. They are content to believe in the promise of resurrection. A life after death is 
still part of their Credo, but they fail to truly and honestly bear witness to its truth. 
 
My reflection of today offers a deep insight into the mystery of redemption. It is the door to so 
much joy that I always want to keep the Cross within reach. Through grace it has always been 
near me since my 5th year of life. At that time, I often spoke about it with my parents, and my 
grandfather led me on our walks to the crosses, where I kept asking the same question: Why 
did Jesus have to die? Although I was not satisfied with any of the answers – which made me 
burst into tears without any apparent reason – this Cross has ever since been the security for 
my life. 
 
It is not surprising that first of all we notice the condemned Christ and that we are deeply 
shocked. It is quite a normal reaction that we begin to question the love of God until we get to 
know the reason. It is absolutely normal to ask the reproachful question: Adam and Eve’s 
offence- was it our fault? 
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At this point, the message of Jesus helps us to understand.  In one of the psalms we can read 
how deeply God repented having imposed such a disastrous punishment on his creation. This 
total separation from his love has intensified it the more so. Was it possible for a human being 
to look up to God and to beg his pardon? Was it not necessary for God to take the first step 
and descend to man? And is it not an indication of a great love between Father and Son that 
God decided to reveal his love and not his anger to his creatures?  
 
God became man for the sake of love. He became man to turn all creation into one great song 
of praise. He died on that Cross so that we may recognize sin in all its repulsiveness, He died 
for each one of us so that our love may be individual and entirely our own.  
 
The meeting with the Cross has a relieving effect. This Cross reveals our loneliness: “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mt 27:46) But it is also evidence of our 
ignorance which becomes evident in Jesus words: “Father, forgive them for they know not 
what they do.” (Lk 23:34)  In the cry “I thirst” God discloses that it is his dearest wish that we 
should recognize this Cross as being love and that we should love it and make it the centre of 
our lives.  
 
It is the Cross that leads us to the truth: Who am I, being so weak? Who am I, baptized as a 
child of God?  Who am I, gifted with his spirit, being allowed to get to know more about God, 
although this knowledge might still be obscured and not very clear?  Who am I, for whom you 
atoned, who can say nothing in his defence? 
 
Being redeemed means more than we can imagine. It means being freed from all our burdens 
and all our sins. It means that the love of Christ is much greater than we realize. This cross 
means justice, not the judgement of a tribunal but recognition of a love that is the total 
liberation from all evil.  
 
This Cross unfolds the eternal bliss of our future. It creates a new life.  It is the transformation 
of the old world into love. It is the enchantment of our way of thinking.  It transfigures the 
world into a feast of joy. Being redeemed means that we regard our neighbour with love and 
that in us is Heaven.  
 
Ever since Jesus’ death we have experienced the abundant wealth of grace, being receivers 
and heirs of his merits. Our lips can sing the praise of God in the name of Christ and in the 
merits of his sacrifice. In the hour of our death it will bring the fullness, thus this Cross will be 
the centre of our eternal bliss. This Cross has become the tree of the world, bearing fruit and 
inspiring love. It is kingly, firm and conceivable to those who recognize the Redeemer and 
honestly confess to being dependent entirely and solely on this Cross. 
 
On this Cross Jesus’ message is fulfilled: the redemption of the world. Ever since man’s 
countenance has been the countenance of God. The sight of this Cross amalgamates with the 
mission which encloses us in the glow of divinity. 
 
“It is finished” (Jn 19:30) means the absolute truth of a love we cannot fully conceive of till 
the end of our lives.  
 
This Cross is a burning fire which captures everything and in which everything is freed. And 
this redemption is forever. “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit!” (Lk 23:46) 
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O holy Cross, 
I put my trust in you, I place my hopes in you, I love you. 
You are my strength in suffering, my confidence in my fears, 
my hope for eternity.  
I love you on behalf of all those who have recognized You 
and profess to you. 
I love you for all those who do not know you yet, 
for those who have betrayed you and deserted you.  
I love you in the name of all those 
who have so far failed to admit their insignificance. 
They miss the relieving freedom, won by you, deserved by you.  
Glory to you, o holy Cross. 
 
Father, 
it is you who is praying in me, 
whose love lives in me thanks to the merits of the Cross of Christ. 
It is you who inspires, who grants me so much grace 
that I, too, long to give you everything. 
It is you who calls me, who tells me to rise to my feet 
to agree with all my heart to my redemption. 
It is you who conveys the Good News, 
who lets me see you as a Father who forgives.  
The look at your Son’s Cross discloses your loving kindness, for me to see. 
It is you who makes the sun rise over all good and evil, 
who made us just in the sacrifice of his Son. 
Christ managed to take away my fear of you, 
he, who became one of us. 
You, o Father, are the mercy, the remission of our sins. 
You are the loving, the weak Father, who gives me my inheritance, 
who permits me to leave and expects me to return, 
who takes me in his arms and says: 
You were never far from my heart but close to my love, 
I promised you my kingdom.  
You, o Father, cannot resist my prayer. 
It is Christ who mediates between us, 
who took my guilt upon himself and suffered the sentence for me. 
He revealed your name to me and made me see 
how dearly you love this world. 
You let me see the Cross 
which is part of my life, it gives me the confidence 
to call you Father and to be no longer afraid 
of seeking refuge with you.  
My salvation was attained through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice. 
His death sanctifies us all. 
He let us partake in divinity and rated our salvation higher 
than all  pain and humiliation of his innocence. 
O holy Cross, on which the love of God reveals itself, 
o holy Cross, door to the love that defeated all evil. 
God himself descended into the abyss of mankind. 
Wood on which the Son of God was crucified 
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because he united love and atonement 
and only love remained. 
Holy Cross, centre of our life, 
we turn our eyes on you to be imbued with gratitude for our future: 
eternal bliss in you, o Father. 
 
(From: Mother Marie Therese, “I beg you, o holy Church - in the Name of the Spirit, Pattloch 1994, p.152ff) 
 
 
 
REJOICING OVER RESURRECTION 

 

                                                                                                                                 06.04.1993 

It is a feast of jubilation, a feast of the revelation of God! Christ is risen. Incarnation and 
resurrection are one and the same mystery. We now know for sure: We, too, will rise in the 
immortal flesh. We Christians today recite our Credo and bear witness to the continuation of 
our human existence after our death. We have to bear witness to our having become eternally 
existent as humans in the immortal flesh because God revealed it to us in Jesus.  

Only a few days ago we realized the human value of suffering, thus coming near to the truth. 
In Christ’s death we have been granted the knowledge that we are not of this world where 
Satan rages. Ever since Jesus’ death we can be sure of the love that frees us from fear and 
doubt. We have been redeemed once and for all. Love has “caught up with us”. The more 
fully we comprehend this love, the more suffering it holds for us.  

The teaching of the Gospel tells us that Christ is risen in the mystical body. He has become 
flesh, spiritualised flesh. We are members of this body which help in building up his body, an 
incessant growth for the glory of God. 

Ever since Jesus’ death we have been allowed to experience the fruits of his sacrifice, having 
the chance to get to know the Cross as the door to a meeting with God. Our redemption will 
be perfect and smooth if we consent to our union with God. 

The prayer: “Let us partake in the divinity of Him who condescended to assume our human 
nature” is imbued with the value of the Sacrifice of the Cross. From his birth to Resurrection 
his love has been revealing itself, this love that “has been overtaking us” for 2000 years. The 
reality should definitely not be denied.  

Here, in this moment, when our joy at this feast reaches its climax, I experience the unbelief – 
even in many Christians who do not believe in an afterlife. Their unbelief betrays the Church 
they belong to, and their words and deeds generate a hate of faith that confuses the believers. 
The value of our redemption has been adversely affected by this.  

I often ask myself whether there are not, even now, countless believers who regard death with 
distrust and fear because there are so many others that have distanced themselves from the 
reality of Jesus Christ’s resurrection. In the Gospel Jesus assures us of a blessedness that 
ambraces the whole person, body and soul. 
 

Our joy at Resurrection will be the climax of all our hope only if we consent to the Cross. I 
would like to stress even more strongly that it was the Son of God who bled to death on the 
Cross -  He, who was man and God. He died... humiliated and frustrated, one who had 
apparently failed.  At least that is our impression until a few days later he returns. He, who 
had been buried.  
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Witnesses told us how he had shown himself: Just like before, with the same gestures he took 
the fish and ate with them. Exultation should rise within us, exultation at Resurrection. 

We celebrate Easter, the feast of rebirth, the feast of eternal incarnation. 

Through grace I learned that this is the truth: We have been saved, we can be certain that all 
evil has been defeated and that we shall meet Christ in the hour of death. He lets us partake in 
his merits, carries us before God and exonerates us.  We will personally experience the fruit 
of the Cross of Jesus if we make our final decision in favour of God. Someone who has to 
confess that he has achieved nothing, will get the same reward as those who have done 
everything out of love for God.  

In this reflection God makes me realize my impotence and incapability. He permits me to 
delve into the vocations and responsibilities of those who hold a high office. He grants me 
insight into the duties of each one of them. They should never deny their weaknesses. It 
would be wrong to think that power and prestige, personality cult and honours were a sign of 
holiness.  He familiarizes me with my responsibility as a founder and all I am aware of is my 
incapability. Faithfulness to the act of my sacrifice is my only responsibility. The Holy Spirit 
accepted my word of consent in order to show himself to the world through my weakness.  

For none of this I can take the credit. On the other hand, no-one else has the right to block my 
Fiat. In all vocations the victory through the weak is revealed.  In every vocation the fruit of 
the Cross is evident and the salvation we have been granted becomes the impulse for doing 
the will of God and to follow Christ. 

The decisive aspect of this feast is the knowledge that our sins have been forgiven, that we 
have regained purity, that the Risen Christ rules our world and that eternal life is open to all 
those who believe in him.  

Christ is risen. From our hearts emanates the belief: Christ is risen! 
 

Father 
Thrown to the ground, unable to rise to Your height, 
pure love makes me give You never ending praise and thanks. 
It is due to Your Only and Beloved Son’s creditable deeds 
that I can speak my profession of faith 
as he revealed himself to me as the Ruler of Heaven and earth. 
I am kneeling at the foot of the Cross 
where my rebirth began. 
I praise You and thank You 
for all the goodness bestowed on this world. 
 
I believe in You, o Father, whose kingdom is near. 
whose love awakened me to life, 
whose will it is that I should honour and love You, 
whose yearning it is to save me and to keep all evil away. 
 
I believe in the grace of justice through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, 
incarnate for the sake of justice. 
 
I believe every word spoken by him, 
revealing Your immeasurable love in his life, suffering and death. 
His simplicity raised me and made me a member of his mystical body 
to give thanks and glory to You. 
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I believe in Your omnipotence that defeated Satan, 
so that in my weakness the promised bliss may be fulfilled 
of being with You forever in peace and love.  
 
I believe in my resurrection, in the spiritual union of body and soul. 
Those who bore witness have convinced me. 
They laid down their experiences in the Scripture  
and supported my faith 
in the fulfilment of my hope. 
 
I believe that You, o God, are the Saviour of my life 
and that You are getting no satisfaction from me 
but in Jesus Christ, Your Son, who sacrificed himself for me 
so that I may live and give You thanks. 
 
I believe in my impotence and thank You for it. 
It enables me to say to You: 
Take my weakness and let me carry Jesus’ sufferings 
so that the holy Cross may attract all eyes 
and every heart may feel the urge 
to thank You and to love You. 
Redemption, absolute and eternal,  
has revealed the dimensions of the offences  
and the greatness of the love bestowed on us. 
Take my heart, let it be inspired by You, 
to give You eternal thanks and glory. 
 

(From.: Mother Marie Therese, "I beg you, o holy Church – In the Name of the Spirit", p.157) 
 
 
 
ORDER “COMMUNIO IN CHRISTO” - A CONFIRMATION OF  
VATICAN II 
 
The Lefebvre movement is rapidly growing, not only in Europe but worldwide. It is a controversial 
phenomenon whose great significance is evident if only by the fact that Pope Benedict XVI is 
interested in a solution, having made it an item on the agenda of a consistory meeting in April in 
which 15 new cardinals were appointed.  
 
Mother Marie Therese, too, intensively dealt with this issue, taking Archbishop Lefebvre’s concern 
very seriously. The preservation of the tradition and her deep awe for the sacraments as well as for 
priesthood and the Eucharist on the one hand, as well as the proper evaluation and appreciation of the 
Council on the other hand were some of her main concerns. In her 58 letters to the Archbishop, she 
fervently defended the Council, blaming unfortunate developments in its aftermath not on the Council 
itself but on its erroneous interpretation. She spoke of a “misunderstood council”, seeing the synthesis 
in a “renewed tradition” and not in a mere return to the old tradition but in a return to the spirit, the 
communion of love, to the inseparable unity of love of God and love of neighbour the Council so 
convincingly advocates.  
In the following we reprint an interview between the news agency “Kipa” and the District Superior of 
the Brotherhood of Priests Pius X, Padre Niklaus Pfluger, a fierce opponent of the Council, 
commented by Hermann Multhaupt, which is of interest in this context: 
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Lefebvre adherents consider the Council “the greatest catastrophe in the history 
of the Church” 
 
Hermann Multhaupt 
 
The 100th birthday of Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre was the main subject of the 
“Mitteilungsblatt für den deutschen Sprachraum” (newsletter for the German-speaking 
countries), issued by the Priesterbruderschaft St. Pius X. (brotherhood of priests St. Pius X). 
Its December issue deals with the event once again. The district superior Padre Niklaus 
Pfluger proudly reports in his editorial that the Austrian postal service had even issued a 
special issue stamp depicting the Archbishop’s portrait and that the name Lefebvre were “the 
talk of the town” these days. After all, the Padre adds, had he, Archbishop Lefebre, lived for 
the preservation of the 2000-years-old Catholic faith. Padre Pfluger also refers to the “so-
called” Second Vatican Council, which ended 40 years ago, calling the document on the 
religious freedom as well as that dealing with the Church in the modern world “Gaudium et 
spes” - with 23 335 words the longest conciliar document ever - “texts fraught with grave 
consequences”. To Pfluger the Council is the “greatest catastrophe in the history of the 
Church”, so to speak a “Super-MCA”. Archbishop Lefebvre had spoken of a “third world-
war”. The district superior mentions a lecture of the Archbishop’s, delivered in Econe on 
October 27, 1985, in which he cautioned once more against “the liberal virus within the 
Church” as being the greatest danger for the Church, as - by the way - had done Pius X before 
him. The freedom demanded by the godless liberalism were seen as absolute and sought per 
se, for its own sake, so that it had to be no longer restricted by anything. The ideology of 
freedom led “to the ruin of the laws of God, to the ruin of everything that constitutes law and 
order in society, in the family, in the Church…” The most dangerous issue of the Council is 
according to Archbishop Lefebvre the religious freedom, which led to laicism, to the total 
division of the worldly order from the religious and ecclesiastic one. The society, the 
governments, the nations had turned laicistic: “God and His law are no longer basis, standard 
and guiding principle - either in politics or in legislation, in economy or social order.” 
There is no doubt that Archbishop Lefebvre was first and foremost concerned about the 
welfare of the Church. But is it permissible to impute to the Popes and the other Fathers of the 
Council that they had less carefully considered that very welfare and - most of all - the 
concern about the future of the Church? As is generally known, Mother Marie Therese wrote 
58 letters, in which she implored the Bishop not to abandon the unity with Rome and not to 
provoke a schism. The spirit of God spoke through Mother Marie Therese’s extraordinary 
charism and let her discern the actualisation of the Council’s resolutions as the guiding 
lifeline for the future of the Church. Especially for this purpose, Mother Marie Therese even  
founded her religious order “Communio in Christo”, while - on the other hand  - the strictly 
traditionalistic Brotherhood of Priests Pius X came into being owing to the fact that in the 
opinion of Archbishop Lefebvre and his supporters the Church opened herself to 
“modernistic” tendencies. Very self-confidently, the Brotherhood defends its points of view 
against the Curia in Rome as the following excerpt from an interview of the news agency 
“Kipa” with the district superior, P. Niklaus Pfluger, shows. 
 
Brotherhood of Priests Pius X would like to make the Council undone 
Replying to “Kipa”’s question what exactly he would like to make undone regarding the 
Council the district superior of the Brotherhood of Priests St. Pius X, P. Niklaus Pfluger, 
answered: “The event as such.” He finds the conciliar texts ambiguous and flaccid, without 
any church-political course. The “Spirit of the Council” were recognizable by the breakdown 
of Catholicism as a power noticeable in society. The 40-year old conciliar departure were a 
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“wrong track into the desert”. A renaissance of the catholic life could only be expected if the 
whole event “Council” were dropped.  
 
In answer to the second question: “What is the most surprising fruit of the Council?”,  the 
district superior replied, “The re-discovery of the ‘old’, the tridentine mass.” The ridiculed, 
discarded age-old rite was considered out-dated. But these days, it were almost “avant-garde” 
to return to the “old” mass, whereas the new form could at best be used as an unsuccessful 
example of the taste prevailing in the late 60s, unlikely as such to “lure anyone out from 
behind the stove”. 
 
“Which conciliar figure impressed you the most?, was the third question. The answer was, as 
was to be expected: Naturally, Archbishop Lefebre - he had unshakeably adhered to the 
dogma.  
 
The fourth question was: "Which of the Council's most important intentions has not been 
realized yet?" The answer: "The most essential one, namely the pastoral answer to the needs 
of the modern world." After the secular awakening of the 50th and 60th the Church should 
have conveyed to the people the unchangeable principles of the Church despite the changed 
living conditions and environments. However, instead of deriving the answer to the new 
challenge from the traditional dogma, the Church had altered the doctrine. Therefore, first of 
all one would have to restore the purity of the dogma – the condition prior to the Council. 
From the "eternal dogma" the pastoral and moral answers to the changed – but by no means 
easier – challenges of modern life would have to be gleaned and proclaimed. 
 
The last question regarding the main subject of the next council, p. Niklaus Pfluger answered 
as follows: When the catholic doctrine - which had been developed conclusively since the 
death of Christ until the last council - has been restored, one would have to deal with the 
pastoral issues of the present: the fight of the cultures, the answer to the stupefaction of the 
masses as a consequence of secularisation, the rescue of the family from feminism and 
militant homosexual movements - in short: the restoration of the Christian West. The 
admission of women to the priestly ministry, the acceptance of homosexuality, the 
renunciation of the papal primacy would result in a schism of the Church. However, 
ultimately those would prove victorious who adamantly and loyally abided by the revealed 
doctrine. 
 
Annotation: 
Setting out to interpret the interview of the new agency “Kipa” with the district superior of the 
Brotherhood of Priests St. Pius X, one feels tempted to say somewhat disrespectfully: “Go 
right on dreaming!” If there had not been any need for a reform and renewal in the Church, 
one could have left everything as before, but Pope John XXIII wanted “a breath of fresh air” 
to go through the Church and his successors have borne or bear this in mind. Of course, 
occasionally there may have been a lack of élan and determination noticeable and sometimes 
decrees and resolutions were implemented only half-heartedly. Most likely, the office-bearers 
were lacking in the necessary courage trust in God. But to turn the wheel back, glorifying the 
conditions in the Church of the 50s, in order to build the future on those conditions, does seem 
rather blue-eyed. P. Niklaus Pfluger, however, is right when he describes the condition of our 
modern world: stupefaction of the masses, exaggerated feminism, an uncalled-for and 
exaggerated up-grading of the situation of homosexuals. These and other examples show that 
the general loss of values has assumed such shocking extent that for many people moral 
standards no longer count. In this one might see a failure of the Church, which - however - 
can hardly be corrected by a return to the tritine mass. One sometimes wishes the Church 
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would take a more definite stand regarding various developments in human society. Too often 
it merely reacts instead of acting. The growing appreciation of the anomalous, of the peculiar 
or perverse, for instance in art, combined with the derision of religious forms of expression is 
- for instance - grist to the mill of radical Islamists, who consider the West decadent and 
amoral. What the Church passes over in silence - or at best answers with weak protest - would 
result in sharp upheavals against the offender.  
 
The return to the "Christian West" aimed at by P. Pfluger – though being an idealistic aim – is 
no longer feasible in our liberal and religiously crippled society. The adherence to neither age-
old forms of mass nor to a certainly valuable tradition can be any signposts for the Church of 
the new millennium. After the fall of the Third Reich the Church thought it could set out for a 
new start at the very point where the Nazis had begun to stifle the life of the Church with 
prohibitions. Despite the existence of many pious followers and martyrs during those 
unfortunate 12 years there was no ebullient new awakening but only "demonstrations" in old 
forms. And it was also a mistake to expect that after the break-down of socialism in eastern 
Germany all the world would stream into the churches in order to re-kindle the fire of the so 
far suppressed religious life. The need for a religious renewal was minimal or focussed on 
other forms of expression, more difficult and rather esoteric.  
 
Every form of social change requires new forms of religious expression. As far as that is 
concerned, the Second Vatican Council came just in time for a phase of a radical worldly 
change the like has never before been experienced. Changes are always realized at a heavy 
cost, in this particular case it was the seclusion of traditionally oriented forces – seeking the 
salvation of man only in the past and its religious practice - which refuse to accept a future 
determined by changed forms of religious faith. The mere adherence to old and no doubt well-
tried forms will not pave the Church's ways into the future. But a chance can be seen in giving 
it a new and permanent home through the God-inspired Council, which is based on the 2000-
year of history of the Church.  
 
Letters without reply 
 
On November 5, 2005, the "Tagespost", renowned Catholic paper, published a review by Prof. Dr. 
Heinz Schütte, Paderborn, on the book "Das Schisma – Ein Widerspruch in der Kirche, Mother Marie 
Therese und der 'Fall' Lefebvre"*. Prof. Schütte, a friend of Pope Benedict XVI, took his doctor's 
degree under the then Prof. Ratzinger as supervisor. His name is well known in the ecumenical 
movement in Germany. 
 
("The Schism – A Contradiction in the Church, Mother Marie Therese and the 'Case' Lefebvre") 
 

Prof. Schütte writes: 
 
"Councils of the Church occasionally resulted in schisms. The French Archbishop Lefebvre 
opposed the resolutions of Vatican II; he ordained – contrary to papal requests – bishops as 
his successors, thus causing a schism. These days, Hermann Multhaupt has published an 
account of those events in a book, presenting documents and commentaries concerning the 
'case' Lefebvre, dealing especially with the efforts of the religious founder Mother Marie 
Therese to prevent the schism, 
 
Josphine Theresia Linssen was born in 1927 in Valkenburg, The Netherlands. At the age of 25 
she took the vows of the Evangelical Counsels, assuming as her religious name 'Sr. Marie 
Thérèse de Jésus'. Bringing into being the Unio communities for priests, sisters and lay 
persons, she founded the order 'Communio in Christo' in 1984. She concerned herself with the 
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Imitation of Christ and particularly with the actualization of the resolutions of the Second 
Vatican Council. Mother Marie Therese had a very high opinion of Lefebvre as a pious man 
who was deeply concerned about the revealed truth. She very much regretted his conflict with 
the Second Vatican Council.  
 
Since the second year of the Council Lefebvre led a community of 300 traditionally minded 
Fathers of the Council. In 1969 he founded in Switzerland the 'International Convict St. Pius 
X' for students in Fribourg, in 1970 the 'Brotherhood of Priests St. Pius X', as well as a 
seminary in Econe. A papal commission realized that Lefebvre put up resistance against 
Vatican II, which resulted in a cancellation of the Brotherhood's approbation. 
 
In the face of the imminent schism, Mother Marie Therese did her best to help preventing it. 
She wrote 58 letters to Archbishop Lefebvre, which unfortunately were left unanswered. It 
was her opinion that only love could prevent the schism, something both sides were lacking 
in. But didn't Pope John Paul II together with Cardinal Gantin, the prefect for the bishops, and 
especially with Cardinal Ratzinger, the prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith make every possible effort – as shown by the letters and reports contained in the book? 
Unfortunately, Lefebvre did not honour the 'far-reaching concessions of Rome'. From him the 
– unjustified – accusation originated that the Council were responsible for a 
"protestantization" of the Church.  
 
When, in 1988, Archbishop Lefebvre ordained four priests bishops, he excommunicated 
himself, excluding himself from the community of the Church. His adherents are united in the 
"Pius-Brotherhood'; they brusquely reject all efforts in favour of a reconciliation. 14 of his 
seminary students and 16 priests joined to form the "St. Peter Brotherhood" in 1988. With the 
consent of the bishop of Augsburg a seminary was established in Wigartzbad/Allgäu; where 
members of the Peter Brotherhood from Ireland, Scotland and Switzerland prepared 
themselves for the priesthood. 
 
With the book, published by him, Hermann Multhaupt contributes to disclosing the 
circumstances accompanying the "case" Lefebvre with its consequence – the schism - as well 
as the efforts of the Church and particularly of Mother Marie Therese – who attempted to 
prevent or remedy the latter.  
 
 
 
EXCERPTS FROM INCOMING LETTERS 
 
Raising the treasures of the religious founder 
The Prelate Prof. Dr. Dr. Theo Schäfer from Niederzissen writes his thanks for the book "The 
Lived Council", and continues to say, "Reading in the book about these thoughts, I realize 
how firmly Mother Marie Therese stood on the ground of the Second Vatican Council. In 
your religious order you will probably never finish raising the founder's treasures. I hope and 
wish that the inner growth of your community may be as evident in the fruits in the outer 
sphere." In his letter of January 8, 2006 Prof. Dr. Schäfer expresses his joy and satisfaction 
about the fact that Bishop Mussinghoff from Aachen advocates the approbation of Communio 
in Christo in Rome.  
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Cardinal expresses his solidarity 
In his letter to the President, Helmut Weber, written on the occasion of the commemoration 
day of the order, Gottfried Cardinal Danneels, Archbishop of Malines-Brussels, says he hopes 
"that the spirit that led the Fathers of the Council may lead us, too: for instance that it may 
help us to overcome pessimism and lack of hope." 
 
Cardinal Hoyos thanks for Communio-books 
The Prefect of the Clerics' congregation in the Vatican, Dario Cardinal Castrillón Hoyos, 
thanked the Superior General Karl-Heinz Haus for the books "The lived Council" and "The 
Schism – a Contradiction in the Church - Mother Marie Therese and the 'Case' Lefebvre". He 
wishes "that the visible unity of all in Christ and His Church may become a reality." 
 
 
News from India 
 
A new Christ experience 
Jason Thaszhathil writes to Marie-Thérèse Dijkstra: "…During the last week I was reading 
the Rule of Communio in Christo. While reading I had come across a wonderful experience. I 
could find a new face of Jesus Christ, which complements and explores the face of Jesus 
Christ in the Bible. The new face of Jesus Christ is really the Christ experience of (Mother) 
Marie Therese. All throughout the Rule a deep and specific Christ experience is very clear. 
And I was forced to compose it together. I have not yet started composing it. But still in my 
mind some force is present to collect and write it. I think the same Christ experience can be 
found in the other books of (Mother) Marie Therese too. I hope I can do it. And I hope I may 
get your help too…" 
 
 
Thanks for the Newsletter 
Fr. Rijo wrote to Wouter Dijkstra: "…My priestly ordination and First Mass are over… I got 
your newsletter about Communio in Christo. I showed it to some sisters. Some of them are 
really interested in it. They thanked me for it… Now I am living at St. Mary's Malankara 
Catholic Church Chakkupallam Kumily…" 
 
The Rule is wonderful 
Fr. Geevarghese Chediath thanks the Superior General Karl-Heinz Haus for Mother Marie 
Therese's books: "…Thank you very much. I am going through the Rule. It is really 
wonderful… I plan to start for Rome on 20th February. Kindly pray for a safe trip to 
Europe…" 
 
 
Reading the Rule 
Fr. G. Chediath replies to Superior General Karl-Heinz Haus' e-mail: "…Thank you for your 
e-mail with the assurance of prayers for us and for our intentions… 
I finished the reading of the Rule. it is wonderful. May many people know about this 
charismatic person and her vision and renew their life. A new mind and a new way of 
thinking, a new attitude and a new way of life. Life filled with the love of Christ was the 
motive of the Council. Blessed Marie Therese tried to put it into practice. She was convinced 
of her call by God. May this call produce abundant fruits not only in Germany but also in 
many parts of the world. Kindly pray for us…" 


